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Recognition in accordance with 
federal law/federal state law 
and statement of comparability 
Around 422,700  applications 2012–2020

In accordance with 
federal law

In accordance with 
federal state law

Statement of comparability 
(via the Central Of�ce 

for Foreign Education, ZAB).

A recognition procedure is conducted in accordance with federal 
or federal state law depending on the profession. 
A ZAB statement of comparability may also be carried out 
for non-regulated higher education quali�cations.

Applications in accordance with federal law 2012–2020
– by countries of training (cat.)
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fully recognised 
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2012 to 2020

No equivalence in only 
around 5,600 cases
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     660
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501 – 1,000 applications
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Applications by 
countries of training  
2012 bis 2020

Recognition of  
foreign professional 
qualifications*
(Results of the BIBB Recognition 
Monitoring Project)
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55.5 %

44.5 %

Women submitted more applications 
for recognition in 2020 than men.

of applications 
from men

of applications 
from women

55.0 %  full equivalence      
42.8 %  resulted in a notice “imposing” 
              a compensation measur
2.2 %  negative  

48.8 %  full equivalence      
46.9 %  partial equivalence
4.3 %   negative     
 
 

36,696 recognition procedures in 2020 in which a decision was reached

29,889 notices regarding 
regulated professions

6,807 notices regarding
non-regulated professions
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Physiotherapist

972
+11.6 % 

compared to 
previous year

Doctor  

5,703
-12.6 % 

compared to 
previous year

Registered 
general nurse

12,819
-13.7 % 

compared to 
previous year
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501
+200.6 % 

compared to 
previous year

675 
+14.2 % 

compared to 
previous year

696
-11.7 % 

compared to 
previous year

2020 2019

75.6 %
(23,853) 

24.4 %
(7,683)

31,536 applications 
in 2020, of which ...

Non-regulated 
professions

Regulated professions

Professions with most applications – regulated 

Professions with most applications – non-regulated

Electronics technician 
(no information regarding 

specialism)

Of�ce manager

Almost 35 percent of 
all applications made in 2020 were 

submitted from abroad.

Around 74 percent of all 
applications made in 2020 were in a 
medical healthcare profession.

Further information available at: 
anerkennung-in-deutschland.de 
bq-portal.de
anabin.kmk.org
bibb.de/anerkennungsmonitoring

* Insofar as nothing to the contrary is stated, all data presented relates to professions which are governed by federal law.
Source: a) official statistics pursuant to § 17 of the Federal Professional Qualifications Assessment Act (BQFG) or pursuant to 
the respective federal state laws governing the professions which make reference to § 17 BQFG. Calculations by the statistical 
offices and BIBB. Rounded values; b) Statistics of the Central Office for Foreign Education (ZAB). Calculations by the ZAB. 
For methodological notes and further information: https://bibb-dspace.bibb.de/jspui/handle/BIBB/779225
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